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REPORT 


Of the Secretary of State of statistics relative to the Poor, 
for the years 1851 and 1852. 


STATE oF New-York, 
Secretary's Office, Albany, March 29th, 1852. 


To the Legislature of the State of New-York: 


I herewith transmit to the Legislature the annual report from 


g.. this office, containing abstracts from the reports of the superin- 
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tendents of the poor of the several counties in the State, for the 
year 1851. My report would have been made at an earlier day 
in the session had it not been for the delay of the superintendents 
of the poor in several counties in transmitting their reports to 
this office. They are required to make their reports during the 
month of December. Many of them were not made until Janu- 
ary and February, and some not until as late as the month of 
March. 


Reports have been received from all the counties in the State 
except Albany and Rensselaer. The necessary steps have been 
taken, by writing and otherwise, to procure reports from the two 
counties last named, but without success. 


The results, as abstracted from said reports, will be found in 
the accompanying tables, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G@ and H. 
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The whole number of paupers relieved or supported, during 
the year 1§51, Was 125,473; the number relieved or supported 
during the’ ‘pheceding year was 114,891; showing an increase of 
the number, supported ddring the past over the preceding year of 
10 582,.5. Of the: ; persons: so.relieved or supported 115,394 were 
returned as , county” paifiefs; “arid: 10,099 as town paupers; of the 
number .thyé Telicked Qt: jPepPoria’ 83,301 were temporarily 
relieved. 


The whole sum expended for the relief and support of the poor 
in the State, during the year 1851, was $857,866.91 ; the total 
sum expended during the preceding year, for the same object, 
was $734,881.11, showing an increase, during the year 1851, of 
$122,985.80. 


The sum expended during the year 1851 was for the following 
purposes, as will be found in table B, viz. : 


Expenses connected with the County Poor Houses. 


To superintendents for their services,,......¥s..s- $39,366 97 
To keepers and poor house officers,.........++8--: — 28,243 45 
To constables and other officers,........ epee td as, SO ee 
To supplies for county poor houses,..........0+6++- 369,330 47 
To transportation of paupers,........ eee cece cues 9,061 53 
To: physicians and medicine,. 00.6.2 .... oS ue bees 14,980 95 
To miscellaneous expenditures,..........s-es00-. 931,948 2S 
DOta ss et ar ra oa orig eterna te Cie cee $492,768 82 
=o 


Expenses for administering temporary relief. 
(See table C.) 
To ayerseers. for, their SCEVIGES, < <p <i aynese Sa cieh ae $44,896 93 
To justices of the peace for their services,......... 1,730 24 
For relieving indigent persons temporarily, not in- 
cluded in the two preceding sums,............- 298,470 90 


foe. Re ier re eee eh eRe $345,098 09 


—=<{9anq— 


Table D shows the value of the poor house establishments, 
labor of paupers, and expenses of supporting each person. 
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The number of acres of land attached to the several poor 
house establishments, except in the counties of Albany, Fulton, 
Hamilton, New-York, Queens and Rensselaer is 6,539; value of 


the land at first cost, $425,176.96; present value of such dand, 
$539,200.21. 


The total value of the labor of paupers was $31,634.94. 


The amount saved by the earnings of such paupers was 
$34,276.05. 


The average sum expended, above the earnings of the paupers, 
for the support of each person, was $35.58 ; and the weekly 
average cost of keeping each person was 68} cents. 


Table E gives the number and description of persons relieved 
and supported, and changes during the year: 


Number received into the poor houses during the year,... 29,3388 


Number born in , 66 6 sites 564 
Number died in 66 . a 4 
Number bound out ac . gts 972 
Number discharged from " .. 20,843 
Number absconded from = «| Ow sireemis os 399 


The whole number of’ persons in the several poor houses on 
the 1st December last was 11,560; of this number 5,339 were 
females and 6,221 were males. 


Of the number of persons in the poor houses on the ist of 
December last, 6,221 were foreigners, 1,103 were lunatics. 230 
were idiots, and 38 were mutes. 

/ 


Of the whole number relieved or supported, during the year 
1851, there were 38,567 foreigners, 1,867 lunatics, 410 idiots and 
40 mutes. . 


Table F gives the number of children in the poor houses 
under sixteen years of age, and the number instructed during 
the year. 


The total number of children in the several poor houses on 
the Ist December last was 3,128; of this number 1,152 were 
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females, and 1,976 were males. The number instructed during 
the year was 2,849, and the average time of instruction was 84 
months. 


SPECIAL REPORTS, 

Made pursuant to the law of 1842, have been received from all 
the counties in the State, except Albany, Cayuga, Clinton, Hamil- 
ton, Putnam and Rensselaer. The special report from the county 
of New-York was received, but could not be used, as it did not 
contain the details which are given in the subjoined tables. I 
am assured by the proper officer having the charge of making 
the New-York report, that in future it will be made in accordance 
witk the instructions issued by this department. 


The whole number of paupers returned in the special reports, 
which give the native country of those relieved or supported, 
(see table G,) was 53,615. From this it appears that 71,858 of 
the number given in the general reports (see table A) have not 
been included in the special reports. Table G gives the sex and 
nativity of those included in the special reports, as follows: 


Males. Females. — 

Pnited States). ses os Ges Si asec ere OM 10,366 
Tela tid j).c'o13twie's Fhe RA ee tg a) 10,059 
WOMAN aie: 0ie'ic ielaiBie ieee sje cls «diene eee 1,096 
Seotlandend. HAT. Sos eee othe 368 289 
AGOVDIAINY SPS 5 Bele cee eeitels SE eee 2,001 
PBAN CO sic 342, 07 v's: o ceiskicere sro ae os See 518 427 
CAMA Ree eats cateus 6 aga scat oon 658 650 
Nye aia a ING ote se:8'e ee ae aoe water alae 12 4 
Polat Ss. ste ea gectese bare ae 13 0 
MOVa SCObAs. ssc.i cchinaasietbers se 8 6 
SN Ae Sh si ita ve ge ca eae 9 7 
Boban gi 5s os tcncroats 514 ie Ss araisis a heee 43 48 
WG es FS acc: ire iat igin un asaosme lolohoes g 6 
Switzerland,..... Siteusues acters Ucar 89 67 
Isle ormmamtas 0. OPIS, Lee ] 0 
SPAIN OMI ERE. BRP 3 0 
Priussiac. cis son Stee oP sia che Raat 12 

Uns own sic sikcsteehcuars oss oe ey: | 2 1 


Coloredipersous,::. cies tis sce se wie 64 cf 
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Newfoundland,.......... . PP Les 
Hungary,. @ee@eeeeeeeeeseevde 8 8288 9 @ e@2e@°8 
Sulltlcl es | 2 I ea a 


EE ERE ae 28,501 


Females. 


0 
4 
7 


ee a 


25,114 


en eens 


Table H contains the number of paupers returned in the special 
reports, and gives the causes of pauperism. The whole number 


‘ineluded in this table is 57,065, and 68,408. less than shown in 


table A of the general report. The causes of pauperism of the 


68,408 are not reported. 


The causes of pauperism of the 57,065, as reported, are as 


tollows: 


Intemperance direct,...........00. sees 4,679 
Children having intemperate parents,..... 


Females having intemperate husbands,.... 


Lo aI RR A 


Do Of parentewenoyss,, Rs ae | 
ME eA aes ¢ oh of Xoo is 6 ¥) 6 sete Tat ois i 


PEON We cela 660s cee v's as ees pigeons ae we 
LC 2S ae PaO Ow a oi ae: 6 0:'s\ 


CESS oe ek olen ee e's a iele hates 


MICKNESS, 6.55.0 es nS Oe eae 3,465 


ODE Cle. a eae 


Simigentand destitute,.... 0... ..058 666 : 
Children having destitute parents,........ 
Children having sick parents,........... 
Females having sick husbands,.......... 
Nels Lie edie ew she slo a0 o(s'p on a ave ove sie 
RP ac 6's. ie 56-30 sie 0's : 
Wot knGWN,...6- 008 Ghee atresia waa tee. obs 


MGtals...< eyes 


Females. 


1,844 
2,237 
1,922 

516 
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The law of 1842, requiring the special reports as given in 
tables G and H, makes it the duty of the superintendents of the 
poor to report the native country and cause of pauperism of all 
the persons relieved or supported in their respective counties. 
The paupers supported at the poor house and those relieved in 
towns should be included in these reports. This is done in some 
of the counties, and consequently full reports made to this office. 
In others, returns are made of only those supported at the 
poor house during the year, or those in the poor house on the Ist 
of December, the time when the reports are made up. This 
accounts for the discrepancy in the number of paupers returned 
in the general and special reports. | 


Several of the superintendents complain of the town officers 
for neglect on their part to give the required information to 
enable them to make reports according to law. Unless the town 
officers are compelled to do their duty more effectually in this. 
particular, it is evident that one of the most important facts in 
the statistics of pauperism, viz.: the causes of pauperism, can 
never be even approximately ascertained. 


HENRY 8. RANDALL, Secretary of State. 
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REPORT FOR 1853. 


STATE OF NEW-YORK. ) 
SECRETARY’s OFFICE, 
Axpany, Marck 6th, 1853. } 


To the Legislature of the State of New-York: 


T herewith transmit to the Legislature the annual report re- 
quired by law from this department, of abstracts of the reports 
of the superintendents of the poor in the several counties in - 
State, for the year ending December, 1852. 


Reports have been received from all the counties in the State 
except the county of Albany, and abstracts of the same will be 
found in tables hereto annexed, marked A, B, C, D, E, F,G 
and H. 


The whole number of paupers relieved or supported, during 
the year 1852, exclusive of the county of Albany, was 151,399. 
Of this number 138,720 were county paupers, and 12,679 were 
town paupers. The number of persons temporarily relieved was 
63,590. The whole number relieved or supported during the 
year 1851 was 125,473, showing an excess during the last year 
of 25,926. 


The total amount expended for the support of the poor in the 
State, as appears from the returns received at this office, was 
$991,886.28. The whole amount expended during the preceding 
year was $857,866.91, showing an increase during the year 1852 
of $134,019.37. 


The whole amount expended in the year 1852 was disbursed 
as follows, as will be found in tables B and C, hereto annexed. 
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Expenses connected with the County poor houses. 
(See table B.) 


To superintendents for their services,..........--. $40,583 17 
-To keepers and poor house officers,.........-+6-- . 28,659 V1 
To constables and other officers,..........e.-000. 5,035 45 
To supplies for county poor houses,......... acces 412,958 02 
MO Wramsportation Of PAUPeTS, . «2. .a50 20s so0e0ee3 So 6 ae 
To physicians and medicine,........-.eee008 es OO ae 
To miscellaneous expenditures,..........000+- ee $0,943 68 


es 


Total expenditure for county poor houses,.... $586,112 19 


el 
, ———_———— 


Expenses for administering temporary reltef. 
(See table C.) 


To overseers for their services,......... 00000 eee $38,149 15 

To justices of the peace for their services,......... 1,884 01 

For relieving indigent persons temporarily, not in- | 
cluded in the two preceding items,............- 965,740 93 


ee es eee 


Total expenditure for temporary relief, .......$405,774 09 


Total expenditure for poor houses,........... 586,112 19 
Oh a COUN iad lala ae ah eR « veee eee $991,886 28 
a 


Table D shows the value of the several] poor house establish- 
ments, labor of paupers, and expenses of supporting each person, 
Viz: 

The whole number of acres of land attached to the poor 
houses, as far as reported, is 6,710. 


The first cost of the poor house establishments was $497,743.97, 
and the estimated present value of the same was $657,640.20. 


The value of the labor of the paupers maintained was 
$38,203.49, and the amount saved by their labor was $42,107.23. 


The average sum expended, above the earnings of the paupers, 
for the support of each person, was $38.85; and the average 
weekly expense of each person was 70 cents and 6 mills. 
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Table E gives a description of the persons relieved and sup- 
ported, and changes during the year, as follows, viz. : 


The number received into the several poor houses during the 
year was 34,016; born, 775; died, 2,967; bound out, 873; 
discharged, 26,504; absconded, 982. 


~The number of persons in the poor houses on the Ist Decem- 
ber, 1852, was 11,603. Of this number 5,430 were females, and 
6,173 were males. Of the whole number in the poor houses on 
the 1st December there were 5,693 foreigners, 1,522 lunatics, 461 
idiots, and 55 mutes. 


Of the persons relieved or supported, during the year, there 
were 37,694 foreigners, 1,731 lunatics, 507 idiots and 59 mutes. 


Table F exhibits the number of children in the poor houses 
-ander sixteen years of age, and the number instructed during 
the year, viz.: 


The number of females under sixteen years of age in the poor 
houses December 1, 1852, was 1,155; number of males of the 
same age 1,992; total 3,147. 


The number instructed during the year was 3,193, and the 
average time of instruction was eight months. 


Tables G and H contain the information required in the special 
reports, made pursuant to an act passed in 1842, and give the 
native country and cause of pauperism of the persons’ relieved 
or supported during the year, as follows: 


The total number reported was 131,130. Of this number 
71,384 were males, and 57,746 were females, and they were from 
the following countries: 


Males. Females. Total. 
United States;...:.... 20,028 17,842 37 ,870 
Rteland, . Wes eis estc. 38 , 634 31,725 70,359 
BUSTA 5 sain s0\ese 5 alee 2,809 2,197 5,006 
BEOLAAGy oe 6s a a-etaiee 866 718 1,584 
Germany; fa SR 6 , 634 5,094 11 , 728 
Pratiee, ROG eo gees 791 646 1,437 


Canadas A ies <1 deon Rash 2,470 
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Males. 
OO ON ee ea 7 
Pe lAtil aie ooo 4 alee we's 18 
POV) SGOtIA 3's sees 10 
Ae EM ia din ety as hn seo. 18 . 
PROUIMR Gs iis ass sic waea 54 
Sr oe 8 
Bwitwerlgnd,.... .4... 83 
Ce 15 
NO is he's 0 hun'ce s 1 
POUMAM Ks goss ease Sas 1 
EE 35 
ina a a 29 
Persons of color,...... 23 
No country given,.... 80 


Causes of Pauperism. 


Females. Total. 
3 10 
3 21 
6 16 

17 35 
62 116 
6 14 
87 170 
6 21 
0 1 
0. 1 

26 61 

7 36 
18 4] 
53 133 

Ue OK 131,130 


——aes Ses 


The causes of pauperism, of the persons relieved or supported 
during the year, are as follows, (see table H) viz: 


The total number was 126,993; males 69,984, and females 


57,009. 


Pitemperance GITCCl,. 0.6.0.5 cess 9,204 
Children having intemperate parents 3,037 
Females having intemp’e husbands,. ..... 


PSB SUCHETY, 6... «00a ae gs almiege aluie 368 

do OP WATCHES, 2 5's esine ss 509 
Idleness,..... Be ek oss 22 ag OOd 
Ps gs ng >< 04) on einen se eas L001 
NE cache pre x asa.9's. 5 6 6 a's ie (308 
Lunacy, . acs, ONS 
Blindness, Dead Rica kiialesy b's es walbm mista 210 
DAT) 5 5 2 wie ce) sicle san sees 1,310 


BC ees inn oie egeinsss come oe Syer0 
CCE ens weve waensss 08 ei. LG 


Females. Total. 
3,352 12,556 
2,757 5,794 
nce 1,972 
761 1,129 
395 904 
1,662 4,019 
728 2,029 
291 599 
1,066 2,039 
101 312 
578  —«1,898 
7,307 155535 
220 636 


38 [| ASSEMBLY | 


. Males. Females. | Total. 
Old abe) 2s fe ccsen es aa: Ss 1,224 9/495" 8S coe 
Deaf snd dumb.i7...2.ccteee. eee 28 17 45 
Indigent and destitute,........... 8,130 7,478 15,608 
Children having destitute parents,.. 4,666 3,806 8,472 
Children having sick parents,..... 1,536 1,603 3,139 
Females having sick husbands,.... ..... Rey 598 
Orphans,.. Sobieininmeaigecers ¢ 472 343 815 
legitimate onion. ‘tee: wanes 394 290 774 
Causes not given,...... wateekeeeeedso0e 20, mie 45 ,463 
126,993 


—_— = 


It will be seen by comparing tables G and H with table A that 
the native country and cause of pauperism is not fully given in 
the special reports as required under act of 1842, and that but a 
small number of those relieved or supported are returned in the 
manner required by law. The whole number reported in the 
year ending December last, in the special reports, is larger than 
that of the preceding year, yet it is far short of the whole number 
(151,399,) as given in table A, hereto annexed. But few of 
the reports give the native country and cause of pauperism of the 
entire number relieved or supported during the year, and many 
of the returns appear to include only the number in the poor 
houses at the time the reports were made up, or the number 
received during the year. Complaints are frequently made by 
superintendents of the poor, that officers whose duty it is to grant 
relief in towns, omit to report the information required by the act 
of 1842, and in consequence of these omissions, the superintend- 
ents are unable to make their reports full and complete. If a 
suitable book should be kept by the person granting relief in the 
town, and the necessary facts entered therein at the time of mak- 
ing the relief, it would be an easy matter to prepare from such 
record the necessary report, and in this way the superintendents 
could be furnished with the required information, and be enabled 
to make their reports more perfectly. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 
HENRY S. RANDALL, Secretary of State. 
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